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L where-I'think he muſt have had a very anxi- 
s time, for who could tell whether it might not 
his own turn next to be taken out and hanged as 
te Chief Baker was! and yet perbaps there might 

ſome ray of hope chat he might like the Chief 


s ſervants,” yet it proved no holiday to Joſeph ; 
d though © the Chief Butler” got ſettled in his 
t the Chief Butler remember Joſeph.” Two 


is poor priſoner's condition: now in all this time 


i 


ſeems very-ſtrange- that the Chief Butler ſhould 


Mef Butler his reſtoration: to office ! how affect - 
ply too had he intreated to be remembered by 


1 


[ OOR unhappy Jofeph ! we left him in priſon 


ler, get out and go back to his office. All ſuch 
pes however ſoon vaniſhed, for though Pharaoh's 
th-day came, on which he made a feaſt to all 


nief Butlerſhip again, and was giving the cup 
tery day into King Pharaoh's hand, „yet did 
bole years paſſed without any improvement in . 


have contrived to drop a ward in his favour;; 
t how. wonderfully had Joſeph foretold to the 


In when the day of his proſperity ſhould come! 
tannot help here repeating the parting words of 


Joſeph, for they are very remarkable. But thin 
of me,” ſaid he, when it ſhall be well with thee 
and ſhew kindneſs I pray thee, unto. me, an 
make mention of me to Pharaoh, and bring me oy 
of this houſe ; for indeed I was ſtolen away out 
the land of the Hebrews, and here alſo I have don 
nothing that they ſhould put me into the dungeo 
vet did not the Chief, Butler remember [oſeph.” 
Ah! bow juſt a picture is this of a great parte 
mankind ! we are many of us apt, while we a 
faring well ourſelves, to take no thought about tho 
who are poor and ſick and in priſon. It pleaſc 
God now and then to let one or other of us ri 
up in the world, upon which we go away and fo 
get all our old companions, ſome of whom perhy 

_ moſt 'exceedingly need a helping hand from u 
we are grown gay and merry, or buſily gngage 
among our new friends, ſo that we quite forg 
our old ones; and then as to any intereſt which 
have got with the great, we feel ſo much in ay 

of thoſe above us, we are fo foft, and ſmooth, a 

civil when we are in their preſence, and fo u 
willing to ſay any thing which may poſſibly gi 

offence, or that may chance to kurt or own int 
* yeſt, that we dare not ſpeak a word in favour ev 
of the moſt injured charatter, but we diſmiſs hi 
from our thoughts, juſt as the Chief Butler d 

miſfed Joſeph from his remembrance. 

It came to paſs however, at the end of t 
full years, that King Pharaoh. dreamed a dre: 
„and behold there came out of the ri 

ſeven well fayoured kine, and fat fleſhed, a 

they fed in a meadow. And behold ſeven ot 
kine came up after them ill favoured and le 


Y "fleſhed, and did eat up the ſeven well favour 


2 


W . 


5 


me, and behold ſeven eats of corn came up upon 
me ſtalk, ſtrong and good. And ſeven thin ears 
prung up after them. And the ſeven thin ears de- 
ſoured the ſeven ſtrong and full ears, And Pharaoh 
woke and behold it was a dream. 

And now what is to be done l the King himſelf 
k troubled with a dream. „ And it came to paſs,” 
ays the Scripture, “ that in the morning the King's 
pirit was troubled : and he ſent and called for all 
he Magicians of Egypt, and all the wiſe men there- 
of, and Pharaoh told them his dreams; but there 


and no wonder, for it was the purpoſe of God to 
to found by this dream all the Magicians of Egypt, 
n order that the King might be driven to aſk an 
nterpretation of it from Joſeph. . 

And then came the Chief Butler and ſpake un- 
b Pharaoh, ſaying, I do remember my faults this 


* me in ward in the Captain of the Guard's houſe, 
oth me and the Chief Baker: and we dreamed a 
lream in one night, Iand he. And there was there 


he Guard, and we told him and he interpreted to us 
dur dreams. And it came to paſs as he interpreted, 
bit was: me he reſtored into mine office, and him 
Ic hanged.” $5; bole PIT FOOLS 
What joyful intelligence was this to Pharaoh. 
calethinks 1 ſee his countenance brighten up at 
ce upon it. | Then Pharaoh ſent and called 


* 


Joſeph; and they brought him batilyoue of. the 


aiment, and came in unto Pharaoh.” When this 
dußgeat Eaſtern King commands, not a moment is to 


1 1 


* 


nd fat kine. And Pharaoh dreamed the .ſecotid 


yas none that could interpret them to Pharaoh.“ 


lay ; for Pharaoh was wrath with his ſervants, and 


vith us a young Hebrew, ſervant of the Captain of 


lingeon, And he ſhaved himſelf and changed his 


de loſt in obeying him. For two long years had 


| | 8 A. 6 595 | > 
_ Joſeph, been made to wait in priſon for his deliver. 


ance, but - Pharaoh would:hardly wait two minute is 
before Joſeph; whoſe appearance had become oui let 
forlorn and wretched, muſt be brought before hie, 
ſha ved and dreſſed, andi fit for the Royal Preſence, Mus, 
Aid immediately Pharaoh ſaid-unto Joſeph, Hao! 
have dreamed a dream, and there is none that cu ve 
interpret it, and Ihave heard ſay of thee that tho ce 
canſt underitand a dream to interpret it.“ 00 
Pharaoh ſeems not yet to have underſtood bie 
whole help it was that Joſeph was enabled to in Herd 
terpret dreams. ſoleph had no more {kill in their 


matters than any other man, but he was the ſervan 
| of God, and it pleaſed God for his own purpoſet 
& . to give to Joſeph by miracle the power of inter 
preting the dream of Pharaoh. Accordingly Jolep 
anſwers Pharaoh by ſaying “ it is not in me, God 
ſhall give to Pharaoh an anſwer of Peace.” Thus 
Joſeph takes none of the glory to himſelf, as a prouc 
perſon would have been glad to do, but he gives it 
all to God, to whom alone it was due. Pharao 
then in a very exact manner relates his two dream! 
to Joſeph. n 8 
And joſeph ſaid unto Pharaoh, the dream 1s 


one, that is to ſay, the two dreams ſignify one an; fte 

the ſame thing, “ and God bath ſhewed Pharao 

buy means, of them what he is about to do.“ Thie 

e ſeven good kine Are ſeven years, and {o alſo the 5 
0 


ſeven good ears of corn are ſeven years, the dream 


| is one. And the ſeven thin and ill favoured kin | 
that came up after them are ſeven years, and the be 
ſeven empty ears of corn are alſo ſeven years, and for 

1 _ theſe laſt ſignify ſeven years of famine. This there- I Cb 
fore is the thing which God is about to do; bebe 


hold there come ſeven years of great plenty 
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hroughout all the land 41 Egypt, and there ſhall 

viſe alter them ſeven years of famine, and the 

plenty ſhall not be known, in, the land by reaſon of 
hes famine. following, for it ſhall be very griev- 
bus, Now therefore, continued Joſeph, let Pha- 
oh look out à man diſcreęt and wiſe and ſet him 
bver the land of. Egypt, and let him appoint of- 
icers,. and let them gather togethet the food of the 
200d years and lay it up in the cities, and it ſhall, 
be for ſtore, againſt the ſeven; years of famine, in 
order that the land may not periſh. And the 


in ay 
eh bing which joſeph Taid ſeemed good. in the eyes 
ano! Pharaoh and, of his ſervants, and Pharaoh aid 
e into his ſervants, can we find any one equal to 
er bis Joſeph, a man in whom the Spirit of God is? 


and Pharoah ſaid unto Joſeph, puch as God 
hath ſhewed. thee all this, thou ſhalt therefore be 
pver my houſe, and according to thy, word ſhall 


il my people be ruled; oply in dhe Throne will 
| be, greater than thou; and Pharaoh took off che 
e een, e 
ng arrayed him in veſtments of fine linen, and put 
gold chain about his neck, and made Rim to 
ide in the ſecond chafiot that he had, and "they 
fie befere him bow the knee! and he made him 


oh vler over all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh 
Th hid unto Joſeph, I am Pharaoh, and without. me. 


wk .t F ©. I N 1 . 14145 141 : 1 8 wv . 
mall no man lift up his hand OT foot in all the land 

, 57 ” 1 2 5 1 E 4 4 . * — 

pi Egypt. WD. aid eds ere eee 
How wonderful was this exaltation of Joſeph! 


che be is now greater than ever he was.” He had be- 
andi fore been, the firſt man in the houſe*of Pharaoh's. 
re Chief Captain, but he is now the firſt man in the 
be. bouſe of Pharaoh himſelf ; he is greater than Poti- 


op. 314 C3494 3 — * 5 4 E * 
bar his own. former maſter, ke is dhe firlt perſon 
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83 2 | 6 8 * hb 92 WES | 
uext to Pharaoh in all the kingdom of Egypt. But 
let us not forget to admire the good Providence 
of God in all this. It was God that raiſed him 
from being a flave to be the Chief ſervant. of Po. 

_  tiphar, and it was, God that lifted him up from be- 
ing a priſoner, to be ruler of all Egypt. For it 
is the Lord (as the Plalmiſt ſays) that maketh rich, 
and maketh poor, that lifteth up, and caſteth down. 
He taketh the fimple out of the duſt, and lifteth 
the poor out of the mire, that he may ſet him with 
the Princes, even with the, Princes of the People.” 

u For the Lord is merciful to them that fear him, and 
be will keep the way of the Saints.“ It is true 

He ſometimes afflidts even his moſt favoured peo- 
ple; “ He brings down, as It is ſaid, their heart 
through heavineſs, they fall down and there is none 

10 help them“ © He alſo ſuffers them to be evil 


entreated through tyrants,” But at length he al 
TR. n out of darkneſs. and out of the ſha- ich 
dow of death, and breaks their bonds in ſunder.” e a 


« He leads them by a way. which they know not, 

he makes darkneſs light before them, and crooked 
things ftrait,” and thus, „though heavinefs may 

. endure for a night, yet joy cometh in the morning.” 
WP: O Praife the * then ye ſervants of his! 0 
praiſe the name of the Lord! bleſſed be the name 

of the Lord from this time forth for evermore !” 

« for he preſerveth the way of his Saints, and 
bath#been ever mindful. of his covenant.” He 
faved' Noah from the waters of the flood, he 
brought forth righteous Lot out of Sodom, he pre- 
Terved Shadrach- and his companions in the, flery ne 
3 furnace, and Daniel in the Lions“ den. He « de- 
1 -hvered David his ſervant from the peril of the 
ſword,” „ He ſhewed alſo his ways unto Moſes, 


i 
# : 
; 7 . 


nd his works unto the Children of Iſrael.“ „ He 2 


eo cauſed a dearth in the n and de- 
nroyed che proviſion of bread. But he fent a man / 


efore,. even Joſeph,” who was fold" for s ſervant, 
boſe feet they hurt in the ſtocks; the iron en- 
red into his foul—until the time came that his 


it OP > 9 ; = x a 
b, uſe was heard. Then the King ſent and delivered 
n. Wim ; the Prince of the People let him go free, he 
hade him Lord alſo of his houſe and ruler of all his 


übſtance.“ B Gin a eh ale ates een, 
But let not any of my Readers ſuppoſe that 
pſeph is now to be admired merely for his great- 
eſs, and that the ring on his finger, and the fine 
eſtment on his back, and the grand Chariot in 
hich he rode, were the chief things he was pleaſed 


nech. Joſeph wag a great man undoubtedly, but 
vile was as good as he was great, and indeed what 


he all earthly greatneſs unleſs goodneſs is joined 

la- ich it. It is a great fin in my opinion to wiſh to 

r. Nea prime miniſter or a king for the mere honour = 

ot, it, and I would rather be à poor labourer that 

ed of ſome uſe in the world, than be the greateſt 
ayM]Wilonarch in Europe, unleſs I could do ſome ſpecial 

g. Wirvice by my greatneſs.' Joſeph proceeds directiy 

N þ make himſelf very uſeful in his new ſtation 1} 
me for he immediately went out from the preſence = 
c |"! Pharaoh and travelled throughout the land, and 

nai the ſeven plenteous years the earth brought 
Hearth by handfuls, and he gathered up all the food 

het the ſeven years, and the food of the field which 


uns round about every city laid he, up in the 
lme, and he gathered corn as the ſand of the ſea, - 

ery much, until he left numbering. . And after 

he ſeven. years of plenteouſneſs were ended, then 2 
lit ſeven years of dearth began to come according 


+ f k — F 


Vd 
as Joſeph had ſaid. And the people of Egypt erie 


unto Pharaoh for. bread :.and Pharaoh. ſaid unte 
them, Go unto. Joleph,, and. Joſeph. opened thy 
ſtore-houſes, and fold, unto the Egyptians.” . 
I am afraid that my readers have by, this time 
- almoſt forgot old Jacob, the father of Joſeph, and 
his eleven ſons, Who were living with him in the 
land of Canaan, at ſome diſtance from Egypt. Thi 
| famine of the laſt ſeven years was ſuch as. to b. 
L ſeverely felt even in their country, * Then a 
2 ſaid wech ſons whoſe countenances were all ca 
don onthe-occaſion,, “ Why do ye look one upo 
another, Behold I, bave heard that there is corn! 


— — —— — — — 


Egypt. Get you down thither and buy for us fron 
_ thence. that we may live and not die. And joſeph 
ten Brethren went "down accordingly to Egypt. 
But Benjamin being now, the father's favourite, wa 
not ſuffered to go with them, for old Jacob, ſaid 
4 Nera edo e watcher will befall him.“ 
Ad when the ſons of Jacob arrived, Joſeph wv: 
the governor of the land, and: he it was that {ol 
10.all the people. And Joſeph's brethren came an 
bowed themſelyes down before him with their facc 
SOUS SHE CADRE. oe iÜrÜ˙Ü 
Ohl what a change of ſcene ! Theſe are the me 
ho the laſt time they faw. I oſeph,. had ſaid « 
dim, © Behold, this dreamer cometh.” Tbey ha 
tien put him into the pit, and had ſold him for 
 Mave.;, becauſe; he had foretold, that theſe his bre 
-  thren, and his parents (who Were ſignified by th 
ſun, moon, and ſtars,) ſhould"one day bow dow 
before him. Hoy wondcrfully does God acco! 
pliſh bis on purpoſes. The very means which w 
ake to defeat them are, ſometimes made uſe of þ 
God, in order to bring them about, Joſeph's bis 


L 
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hren thÞu; ght that 10 Killing him for a ſlave, they 
bould 0 the ir ever having to bow down be- 
bre him; and yet by this aft of theirs, that very 
rophec y was brought to paſs. In like manner 
be 'Jews thought that by putting Chriſt to death, 
hey! ſhould: defeat the ends of his coming into che 
vorld, and ſhould make void the prophecies eon- 
terning Chriſt { whereas his death itfelf was the ful- 
ment of prophecy, and was one chief purpoſe of 
his entering into the world; for thereby he RE 
nonement for the ſins of men. 1 75 

Let no ona then preſume to think that he can 
fireft events in his on Way; or that he can either 
by art or power prevail againſt God, for the coun- 
of the Lord, it ſhall ſtand, and he will bring it 
b paſs. + The Lord taketh the wife in his own 
Hftineſs; he ordereth all.things in Heaven above 
nd in the: earth beneath.“ © Go to nov, ye that 
hy, to day or to-morrow we will go into ſuch a 
ty, and continue there a year, and buy and. fell 
nd get gain: whereas ye know not what thall be 
Mm the morrow, or that ye ought to ſay, If the Lord 
wil we ſhall live and do this or that. 

Joſeph's brethren, while they were bowing down 
med not know: Joſeph, for he made himſelf ftrange 
into them, and ſpake roughly, ſaying.—“ Ye are 
pies ! to ſee the- nakedneſs of the. land you are 
for Wome. And they ſaid, Nay my Lord but te buy food 
re we come. We are twelve brethren from the land 
Canaan, end behold the youngeſt is this day with 
bur father, and one is not. And Joſeph ſaid again, 
c 008 are ſpies !“ and then added he; * but hereby ſhall 
1 be proved whether there be trurh in you. One of 
f eu ſhall go and fetch his brother while the reſt 
hall be kept in priſon, and he kept them all in ward“ 


1 8 — 
— 


7 | | 0 16 FE . 
three days. Joſeph, however, after this lets then 
all depart, one only excepted; and he gives the 


corn in their bags to carry home, bidding them a de 
to come again and redeem the brother they had leſi r. 
behind, by bringing the next time their younge f. 
| brother Benjamin. Now all this ſeems to ha v; 
been done by 23 for the purpoſe of collectin 
every one -of his brethren round him before F ffs 
would diſcover himſelf to them, and perhaps er 
was led to prafQtife rather too much art by bia 
anxiety to ſee them gathered together. bei 
Then faid ſoſeph's brethren one to another, 4 WW: 
are verily guilty-concernin our brother, in tb m 
we ſa the anguiſh of his Gul, when he beſough ng 
us, and we would not hear? therefore behold al ui 
his blood is required of us.“ 3 ſer 
Ohl how dreadful is a guilty conſcience! 1 
ur 


will cauſe our fins to haunt us years after they hay 
been committee. Eh 
Now have none of my readers ever felt the lik 
kind of terror in conſequence of their having don 
ſomething amiſs. After the commiſſion of a crim 
did you never fancy that every one you met ob 
ſerved you, and that every common acciden 
was a judgment of God upon you, and if an 
trouble happen to befal you a long time- afte 


wards, have you not been apt immediately to im N 
gine that it had ſome conneQion with your formeWrig 

_ guilt? Sin does not always leave this ſting behin oe t 
it, for ſome people are quite hardened by theifWhei 
crimes, nevertheleſs it often does. If the fin b lore 
great and dreadful, if it be ſomething particular an Her 
extraordinary, like the ſelling of a brother, or th hap 
thought of putting him to death, then, though yea hi 
ſhould paſs away quietly, yet it is probable thi thaſ 


conſcience will awake and cry out againſt us at la 


| . 
þ the preſent caſe it appears to me, that Joſeph's 
rethren had no particular reaſon to ſuppoſe that 


he trouble they dreaded was cauſed by their having 
brmerly ſold their brother Joſeph. They ſeem. not 


We ſaw, ſaid they, the anguiſh of his ſoul and we 
yould not hear, and therefore now is his blood 
bout to be required of us.” — But this was net a 
jery ſound way of reaſoning ; for it was not clear 
hat his blood was now going to be required of 
hem at all, It was not clear that any trouble 


Whatever was about to happen to them, and even if 
ba me trouble ſhould happen to them, their having 
gh ng once. ſold their brother might not be the cau ſe. 
eilt is fearful. A man that has ſome undiſco- 


ſered crime within him is apt to feel unreaſonable 
rights and fears; his imagination becomes diſ- 


kes an enemy perhaps, as ſoſeph's brethren did, in 


lim, if they happen to go awkwardly for a day or 
wo, are thought to be moſt dreadfully againſt him. 


durthened with ſore great fin, has often no com- 


tefepented off. | 
im No ſooner had Joſeph's. brethren expreſſed their 
me right than Reuben lifts up his voice, and obſerves 
hin o them how © he had intreated them not to hurt 


bei beir brother, and they would not hear. There- 
1 b@Ffore alſo ſays he is his blood required of us.“ 


an lere again we may diſcern. a picture of what often 
che bappens among thoſe who have been partners. in 
car niquity. When the time of trouble comes, then 


In ſhort, a perſon whoſe conſcience has become 


brt-in his life, until he has fairly confeſſed it and 


b have argued very correctly on the occaſion; 


urbed; he grows ſuſpicious beyond all reaſon; he 


is beſt friend, and the very things that are for 


cha hoſe Who have had leſs hand in the guilt begin to 


1 


. 


_ 


_ themſelves,” and ſay: Did I not tell you at che time 
don all this trouble on yourſelves, and not 0 


Joined in the ſamelcrime, to fall out and reproacl 


| they now thought that ſome judgment of God woul( 
fall upon them in their 2 home, on account e 


42 
29 


000 
prdack the others for having been principals ; 1 
the” buſineſs: Like Reuben they begin to juſtif 


to take care what you did, but you would nc 
ied me, and therefote- now you have brough 


yourſelves only, but on me/alfo;. Nothing is mor 
common than for thoſe: who were all more or leſ 


one another for it afterwardss 2 4 7 

Joſeph overheard all this converſation among hi 
brethren, and he :zurned bimſelf about from then 
and wept, and returned to them again, and com 
muned; (or had oonverſation, by means of an inte 
preter,) with them, and took from them Simeon 
and bound him before their eyes. Joſeph the 
commanded that their ſacks ſhould be laden will 
corn, and that every man's money ſhould be re 
ſored into his ſack, which being done they de 
parted: and as one of chem opened his. ſac k to giv 
his aſs food at the inn; he eſpied his money; fo 
behold it was in his ſack's mouth. And when h 
told it his brethren; all their hearts failed the 
and they ſaid one to 9 What is this that Go 
hath done unto? us.“ Here again, their diſpoſitio mt 
io take fright ſeems to have ſhe wn itſelf. I ſuppoſ 


the ſame ſin of ſelling Joſepf. | 
And they came unto; Jacab: their:father, and tol 
"wan all that had befallen them, ſaying: The mat 


who is lord of the land ſpake roughly to us, au | 


took us for ſpies: and we ſaid unto him, * We ar 


true ny we are no ſpies, we be twelve brethren, 
ann | Wl £2. A DS 253 ; 4.2 ie ny 2 
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gell their father how harſhly they had been ſpoken 
band how unjuſtly they had been ſuſpected when 
by were in Egypt; for whenever a man has ſome- 
eat and real fin on his mind, he is glad to turn to 
y thing right, or innocent in his conduct, in which, 
xwertheleſs, he has been accuſed of ſinning. Ja 
ob's ſons had uſed their father ill in ſelling Joſeph, 
u they themſelves had been uſed ill on the old 
un's account, when they went to buy corn for him 
Egypt. It would be a comfort therefore to 
wk to him of vhat they had ſuffered for his ſake, 
ice it would ſeem to make amends in ſome mea- 
re for the ill of which they were conſcious of 
rin; TR 7 IPL ELE Seen 0 
Let us beware however of diſguiſing our guilt, . 
dwelling on ſome ſmaller point in which it may 
k true that we are innocent. To do ſo is one of 
e common ſhifts: of wicked men; and there are 
ne fo wicked as notite have ſome part of their 
bndutt on which they can dwell with pleaſure, and 
H. complacency. .. 4 
But when Joſeph's Brethren proceeded to explain 
their father, how the Lord of the country had 
ommanded them to bring to bim their brother 
enjamin, and how he had detained Simeon as a 
ledge or hoſtage” on his account; then Jacob 
the bitterneſs of his heart, exclaimed, ** Me 
ave ye bereaved of my children, Joſeph is not 
md Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin 
Way, all theſe things are againſt me.” *But Reuben 
bv came up and declared that if Benjamin might 
Vt go with them, he would pledge the lives of 
on two infant children, that Benjamin ſhould 


— 
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letinks it would he ſome relief to Joſeph's brethren 4,44 
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. . Ton ſhall not; go down with you, for his brot 
. Joſeph. is already dead, and if miſchief befal Þ 
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% And acob ſaid, 


brought back in hed! 0 


amin alſo by the way, then ſhall ye bring wy g 
wich ſorrow to the grave. 
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